
 
 

Reverend Ignatius Lenckowski 
 

Ignatius Lenckowski was born February 7, 1910 to Bernard Lenckowski and Maria 

Januszewski. Born and raised in Prontnica, Poland, he eventually went to the seminary 

in Pelplin, before being ordained on June 11, 1938, also in Pelplin. 

He briefly served as an assistant pastor in a 

town called Kartuzy for about two years 

(1938-1940) before war reached Poland. 

Like many Polish priests of the time, the 

Gestapo arrested and detained Father 

Lenckowski at the Dachau Concentration 

Camp, where he remained until it was 

liberated by the Americans in 1945, From 

some time after that period and until 1949, 

he served as a chaplain for displaced Polish 

people in various Allied camps established 

in western Germany. In 1950, Monsignor 

Edward Lubowieski, the Vicar General in 

Frankfurt, recommended him as a serious 

and zealous priest, and so he left Germany in 

April 1950.  

Initially he arrived in the Diocese of Nelson, 

settling in Kelowna, where there was a large 

Polish population, but by September, he went to the Archdiocese of Edmonton, as there 

was a need for Polish priests there. He attained Canadian citizenship in 1957, and 

remained in the Archdiocese of Edmonton until 1961, when ill health forced him to 

move. The Bishop of Saginaw allowed him to work in Michigan, but he did not take to 

it, instead seeking to return to Canada. Bishop John Christopher Cody allowed him to 

work in the Diocese of London, and by 1962, he was working as assistant pastor at Our 

Lady of Czechostowa in London. 

He did not remain there long; by March 1962, he became the first pastor of Our Lady of 

the Blessed Sacrament, Wheatley. The church was so new that Father Lenckowski had 

to live at the back of the church until the rectory was completed the following year. He 

remained there until approximately 1967, when he went to become pastor at Sacred  



 

Heart, Parkhill, where he remained until 1969. He was forced to retire April 1969 due to 

his health after serving the Diocese of London for seven years. 

By 1970, he returned to Victoria, British Columbia, to live with his brother. By early 

1973 he was in and out of the hospital with cardiac issues, and he passed away on June 

18, 1973. His funeral Mass and his burial was in Skaro, Alberta. 
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